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DISCLAIMER

This training reference book is not intended to be a complete and all-inclusive source for
repair and maintenance data. It is only part of a training information system designed to
assure that uniform procedures and information are presented to all panticipants at the
BWWY Service Training Center.

The technician must always refer to and adhere to the following official factory service
publications:

1. Sernvice Information

2. Repar Manuals

3. Specifications Microfiche

4. Technical Reference Information

5. Video Bulletins

Note: The information contained in the training course materials is solely intended for
participants in this training course conducted by the BMW Service Training Center.
Information status January 1989,

For changes/additions to the technical data, please refer to the current information issued
by the "Service Division”.
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In the 1980s BMW made a decision fo
maove in an entirely new direction in the
areas of automotive electronics and diag-
nostic procedures. The goals were twofold:
to provide the customer advanced sys-
tems that are needed in foday’s market
and pravide the technician a system for
quick and simple diagnosis. What has
resulted from this are the E-32, E-34, future
models and the BMW Diagnostic System.

The BMW Diagnostic System has four
parts: The Diagnostic Module, the Diag-
nostic Modules software, the Electrical
Troubleshooting Manual (ETM) and the Di-
agnostic Procedures Manual.
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Several of the vehicle control units are
equipped with self diagnostic capabilities.
These control units are capable of strong
defect information, and reporting condi-
tions of inputs and outputs.

They are able to transmit and receive infor-
mation or data through the Diagnostic
Module This data exchange takes place
on two wires called the Diagnostic Link.
The two wires, referred to as TxD (Transmit
Data) and RxD (Receive Data), are con-
nected in parallel to all control units with
self diagnostic capabilities. These wires
are then connected to the Diagnostic Plug
and from here the connection is made to
the Diagnostic Module.
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